f 





3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



1 

2 
3 
4 



1 . (amended) A method, executed by a node on a network, of transmitting iden- 
tifying information about the node, the method corrlprising: 

(a) determining a current [node identifier] NIC address value; ^ 

(b) retrieving, from a data storage at the node, a former [node identifier] NIC 
address value for the node; and 

(c) transmitting the current [node identifier] NIC address value and the for- 
mer [node identifier] NIC address value. 



2. (amended) The method of claim 1, wherein [ (1) the value of the node identifier for 
any particular node in the network isxlependent on one or more node-identification attributes of that node, 
and (2) ] determining the current node identifier value includes an attempt to detect the 
then-current NIC address vajue . [values of said one or more node-identification attributes.] 



1 3. (amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the attempt to detect the then- 

2 current NIC address value [said one or more node-identification attributes fails to detect at least one 

3 of said node-identification attributes] is unsuccessful, and further comprising (i) retrieving, 

4 from a data storage at the node, a stored value containing the result of a past live detec- 

5 tion of the then-current NIC address value , [said one or more node-identification attributes,] re- 

6 ferred to as a previously-detected [node identifier] NIC address value; and (ii) transmitting 

7 the previously-detected [node identifier] NIC address value. 



^4. (canceled)^ 
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5. (amended) The method of [claim 4] claim K wherein the NIC address value 
comprises a signature portion and a pseudorandomly generated portion. 
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1 D (jf. (amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the former [node identifier] NIC ad- 

2 dress value is redundantly stored in multiple partitions within the data storage at the node. 



1 /. (amended) The method of claim 6, wherein (x) each copy of the former [node 

' \ y 

2 identifier] NIC address value is associated with a timestamp, and (y) retrieving the former 

y 

3 [node identifier] NIC address value comprises retrieving the respective copy associated with 



4 the most recent timestamp. 



8. (amended) A method, executed by a server node on a network, for recording, 
in a database, information about a client noae, comprising: 

(a) receiving information/from the client node, said information including 
node-identification information for /ne client node that includes (i) a current [node- 
identifier] NIC address value, and (ii/a former [node-identifier] NIC address value; and 

(b) storing, in s/ record in the database associated with the node- 
identification information, the Current node-identifier value and the former node-identifier 
value. 
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^9. (canceled)^ 



1^. (amended) The method of [claim 9] claim jf m wherein the NIC address value 
comprises a signature portion and a pseudorandomly generated portion. 



W/l / 11. (amended) A program storage device readable by a processor in the node of 

a specified one of claims 1 through X 5 through 7 . and 21 through 23, and encoding a 
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3 program of instructions including instructions fop performing the operations recited in the 

4 specified claim. 

1 12. A program storage device readable by a processor in the server node of a 

2 specified one of claims 8 [through] and 10 and encoding a program of instructions includ- 

3 ing instructions for performing the operations recited in said specified claim. 




13. (amended) In a node on a network, a data store comprising a machine- 
readable data structure acces/ible to a processor in the node and containing node- 
identification information foi/the client node that includes (i) a current [node identifier] NIC 

s 7 y 

address value, and (ii) a former [node identifier] NIC address value. 
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^JA (canceled)^ 



ye*, (amended) The data store of [claim 14] claim yh , wherein the NIC address 
value that constitutes the current node-identifier value includes a signature portion and a 
pseudorandomly generated portion. 

In a node on a network, a data store comprising: 

(a) a plurality of machine-readable data structures accessible to a processor 

in the node; 

(b) each said data structure containing node-identification information for 
the client node that includes (i) a current node-identifier value, and (ii) a former node- 
identifier value. 

(c) each said data structure being associated with a timestamp. 
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17. The data store^ 
address value. 



laim 16, wherein the current node-identifier value is a NIC 



The data store of claim wherein the NIC address value comprises a signa- 
ture portion and a pseudorandomly generated portion. 



T In a server node on a network, that includes a client node, a machine-readable 
data structure accessible to a processor in the server node, comprising a current NIC ad- 
dress value for the client node and a former NIC address value for the client node. 
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2ff. The machine-readable data structure of claim >9, wherein the current NIC ad- 
dress value comprises a signature portion and a pseudorandomly generated portion. 



A 21. (new) A method, executed by a node"on a network, of transmitting identi- 
fying information about the node, the method comprising: 

(a) determining a current nodeadentifier value, where (1) the node identi- 
fier value for any particular node in the/network is dependent on one or more node- 
identification attributes of that node, anja (2) determining the current node identifier value 
includes an attempt to detect the/then-current values of said one or more node- 
identification attributes; 

(b) retrieving, fi^fm a data storage at the node, a former node identifier 
value for the node; and 

(c) transmitting the current node identifier value and the former node 
identifier value, -j^ 
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